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hardStonehardStonehardStone 
Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri Maina NEAL REED  

Publishers to  
represent Kenyan 
author, composer 
and performing 
artist HARDSTONE, 
Mbaruku Harrison 
Ngunjiri Maina  
 
 

[CLEVELAND, OHIO USA] 

[INTELIA NEWSWIRE] — Nai-

robi, Kenya author, composer, per-

former, producer and recording 

artist Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri 

Maina, who performs under the 

stage name HARDSTONE, today 

signed an exclusive songwriters 

publishing royalty agreement with 

Neal Reed Publishers, valued at an 

undisclosed amount. 

Neal Reed Publishers Chairman 

Archbishop Cheryle Neal Reed 

warmly described Mr. Maina as a 

prolific genius. “Mbaruku Maina is 

a world renowned Storyteller who 

has clearly mastered his craft and is 

fluent in nine languages. Born in 

Nairobi Province, Kenya, Hard-

stone grew up listening to Reggae 

and American R&B records from 

his father’s music collection.  His 

humble beginnings give him a ma-

ture and responsible perspective in 

this ever changing world.  

We are blessed to be awarded the 

responsibility of the administration 

of his creative endeavors.”  
 Hardstone is the first contempo-

rary African solo performer to re-

lease a full length compact disc, 

“Nutting But De Stone” (1997), 

which contained popular African 

and European hits, “Uhiki”, and 

“Msichansa Mwafrika”. 

Hardstone’s “Uhiki” took Kenya 

by storm and virtually changed the 

sound of Kenyan pop music in the 

late 90s. It’s debut drew the likes of 

Lauryn Hill to the record release 

party. 

With endorsements from Konica 

Camera, and Tusker Brewery, the 

floodgates opened for Hardstone. 

He was elected a United Nations 

Youth Ambassador, and in 1997, 

won the  Annual Kimisa Award for 

“Best New Artist of the Year”.  

His second album, “Ziwe 

Nkulu” (1998), earned him an invi-

tation to tour the United States of 

America in 1998, landing him in 

Cleveland, Ohio, where he now 
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Kenyan Performing Artist and Author HARDSTONE (right) celebrates his 
recent signing to Neal Reed Publishers Worldwide, at Cleveland’s newest 
night spot, the 2020 Cafe, in downtown Flats Warehouse District. Pictured 
(left to right) are: Visual Artist Lawana Harvey; Vigintillion Records Vice 
Chairman Bishop Jasmine Guy; 2020 Martini Cafe and Lounge owner Twyla 
Garret; Publisher Cheryle Neal Reed; and Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri Maina 
(Hardstone), the Godfather of Kenyan Hip Hop. (PHOTO CREDIT: Eddie Jay Smith © 

2008. Neal Reed Publishers. All rights reserved.)  

resides. Hardstone completed his 

third project, “Hardstory” (2003) 

released through Big Banks Music, 

featuring Wildstyle from Krucial 

Konflict, who produced Busta 

Rhymes, and Ludacris.  

Hardstone is featured in the 

award winning documentary “Hip 

Hop Colony” distributed by Image 

Films. [♫nrp] 

_________________________ 

Google Hardstone 
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      hardStonehardStonehardStone 
Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri Maina 

VIGINTILLION  
RECORDS signs 
Kenyan recording 
artist HARDSTONE 
to seven year deal. 
 

[CLEVELAND, OHIO USA] 

[INTELIA NEWSWIRE] —  Nai-

robi, Kenya, Africa — Recording 

artist Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri 

Maina, who performs under the 

stage name HARDSTONE, today 

signed a seven year plus seven re-

cord deal with Cleveland headquar-

tered Vigintillion Records for an 

undisclosed amount. 

Hardstone was the first contem-

porary African solo performer to 

release a full length compact disc, 

“Nutting But De Stone” (1997), 

which contained popular African 

and European hits, “Uhiki”, and 

“Msichansa Mwafrika”. 

Hardstone’s “Uhiki” took Kenya 

by storm and virtually changed the 

sound of Kenyan pop music in the 

late 90s. It’s debut drew the likes of 

Lauryn Hill to the record release 

party. 

With endorsements from Konica 

Camera, and Tusker Brewery, the 

floodgates opened for Hardstone. 

He was elected a United Nations 

Youth Ambassador, and in 1997, 

won the  Annual Kimisa Award for 

“Best New Artist of the Year”.  

His second album, “Ziwe 

Nkulu” (1998), earned him an invi-

tation to tour the United States of 

America in 1998, landing him in 

PHOTO CREDITS: KAI PEDESAI.  
© 2008. VIGINTILLION RECORDS.  
All rights reserved. 

Cleveland, Ohio, where he now 

resides. Hardstone completed his 

third project, “Hardstory” (2003) 

released through Big Banks Music, 

featuring Wildstyle from Krucial 

Konflict, who produced Busta 

Rhymes, Ludacris. 

Hardstone is featured in the 

award winning documentary “Hip 

Hop Colony” distributed by Image 

Films. 

According to Vigintillion Re-

cords Vice Chairman and Executive 

Producer, Bishop Jasmine Guy, 

“Hardstone’s” work is on the cut-

ting edge. His message is universal, 

his music is energetic. His style is 

all encompassing. He is an artist for 

the ages.” 

Born in Nairobi Province, Kenya, 

Hardstone grew up listening to  

Reggae and American R&B records 

from his father’s music collection. 

[♫nvg] 
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      hardStonehardStonehardStone 
Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri Maina 

Documentary video deal 
signed with Vigintillion 

HARDSTONE: 
Stone Republic:  
The making of the album 
Produced by Vigintillion Media, 2008  
  
[CLEVELAND, OHIO USA] 

[INTELIA NEWSWIRE] —  Nai-

robi, Kenya, Africa — Recording 

artist Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri 

Maina, who performs under the 

stage name HARDSTONE, today 

signed a production deal for the 

production of a documentary video 

with Cleveland headquartered 

Vigintillion Records for an undis-

closed amount.  

The documentary, Hardstone: 

Stone Republic: The making of the 

album, a one-hour video, features 

Hardstone during the making of the 

album of the same name. The docu-

mentary is scheduled for digital 

release worldwide in mid-July. 

 

Hardstone was the first contem-

porary African solo performer to 

release a full length compact disc, 

“Nutting But De Stone” (1997), 

which contained popular African 

and European hits, “Uhiki”, and 

“Msichansa Mwafrika”. 

Hardstone’s “Uhiki” took Kenya 

by storm and virtually changed the 

sound of Kenyan pop music in the 

late 90s. It’s debut drew the likes of 

Lauryn Hill to the record release 

party. 

With endorsements from Konica 

Camera, and Tusker Brewery, the 

floodgates opened for Hardstone. 

He was elected a United Nations 

Youth Ambassador, and in 1997, 

won the  Annual Kimisa Award for 

“Best New Artist of the Year”.  

His second album, “Ziwe 

Nkulu” (1998), earned him an invi-

tation to tour the United States of 

America in 1998, landing him in 

Cleveland, Ohio, where he now 

resides. Hardstone completed his 

third project, “Hardstory” (2003) 

released through Big Banks Music, 

featuring Wildstyle from Krucial 

Konflict, who produced Busta 

Rhymes, Ludacris. 

Hardstone is featured in the 

award winning documentary “Hip 

Hop Colony” distributed by Image 
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Films. 

According to Vigintillion Re-

cords Vice Chairman and Executive 

Producer, Bishop Jasmine Guy, 

“Hardstone is an artist who makes a 

significant contribution to the world 

music scene. His advice to young 

people worldwide reflects a matur-

ity and  His message one of love, 

peace and harmony. His message is 

universal, and his music is ener-

getic. His style is all encompassing. 

He is an artist for the ages.” 

Born in Nairobi Province, Kenya, 

Hardstone grew up listening to  

Reggae and American R&B records 

from his father’s music collection. 

[♫nvg] 

HARDSTONE: STONE REPUBLIC: The making of the album, a one-hour 
documentary video featuring the making of Kenyan recording artist  
Hardstone’s  album by the same name.  © MMVIII. Vigintillion Media. 
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ArkitektArkitektArkitekt 
Paul “ARKITEKT” Himmel NEAL REED  

Publishers to  
represent author, 
composer and  
performing artist 
PAUL “Arkitekt” 
Himmel  
 

[CLEVELAND, OHIO USA] 

[INTELIA NEWSWIRE] — Ak-

ron, Ohio USA — Author, com-

poser, performer, producer and re-

cording artist Paul Himmel, who 

performs and produces under the 

stage name ARKITEKT, today 

signed a songwriters publishing 

royalty agreement with Neal Reed 

Publishers, valued at an undisclosed 

amount. 

Neal Reed Publishers chairman 

Archbishop Cheryle Neal Reed 

warmly described Mr. Himmel as a 

gifted and talented songwriter and 

producer with an excellent musical 

foundation. “Paul “Arkitekt” 

Himmel has mastered the popular 

styles of his craft and draws upon a 

wealth of musical skills to produce 

musical compositions that will en-

dure for the ages. 

Mr. Himmel is the producer of 

six of the musical compositions on 

the upcoming Vigintillion Records 

release: HARDSTONE: STONE 

REPUBLIC. 

We are fortunate to be awarded 

the responsibility for the admini-

stration of his creative endeavors on 

the Hardstone project.”  

A diamond Jeweler by profes-

sion, Paul is a gifted Hip-Hop pro-

ducer, and is the guy stuck on the 

frame in the infamous, “Came 

Down,” Al Fatz video on You-

tube.com. 

Paul was introduced to music at 

the young age of 2 by his father, an 

attorney who continues to nurture a 

lifelong appreciation of music. Mu-

sic started out as a hobby to young 

Paul. He began dejaying as a teen-

ager, and was the life of local par-

ties and clubs, spinning whatever 

was hot. He was favored such art-

ists as: The Beastie Boys, Rage 

Against the Machine, Korn, Jay Z, 

and Wu Tang Clan. 

Paul got to meet plenty of local 

artists and made valuable connec-

tions. In 2000, Paul began to pro-

duce music creating a sound of his 

own. Paul’s music is now well 

known in the industry. Having gar-

nered the attention of various art-

ists, such as Memphis Bleek, 

Chingy, Young Gunz, and all the 

hot local artists, attracted the atten-

tion of Def Jam and Roc-a-fella 

with his beat-making abilities.  

Paul can be found from time to 

time hanging out with his neighbor 
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Music Producer Paul “Arkitekt” Himmel. “When I make a beat, I build it like 
an architect does, from the ground up. I design it, and put it together the 
way an architect draws up plans for a building.” Arkitekt is a producer on the 
Vigintillion Records 2008 release, HARDSTONE: STONE REPUBLIC. 

Lebron James, or his “Uncle Wes” 

who was just featured on GQ.com’s 

front page as “The Most Powerful 

Man in Sports.”  

When he isn’t producing mu-

sic, Paul “Arkitekt” Himmel can be 

found producing eye-popping jew-

elry, bling-bling with the banging 

beats. With people close to him 

having been in the jewelry business 

their entire lives, it was an easy foot 

in the door for Arkitekt. Paul states, 

“It’s just another hustle for 

me.” [♫nrp] 

_____________________________ 

Contact Neal Reed Publishers at 

510-435-2329. 
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Hardstone and  
producer Paul 
“Arkitekt” Himmel 
collaborate to  
produce bangin’ 
world hip hop album  
HARDSTONE:  
STONE REPUBLIC 
 

2008, Vigintillion Records 
worldwide digital release  
13 compositions 

 
[CLEVELAND, OHIO USA] 

[INTELIA eNEWSWIRE] —  

Author, composer, performer, pro-

ducer and recording artist Paul 

Himmel, who performs and pro-

duces under the stage name 

ARKITEKT, today signed a song-

writers publishing royalty agree-

ment with Neal Reed Publishers, 

valued at an undisclosed amount. 

Neal Reed Publishers chairman 

Archbishop Cheryle Neal Reed 

warmly described Mr. Himmel as 

a gifted and talented songwriter 

and producer with an excellent 

musical  foundation.  “Paul 

“Arkitekt” Himmel has mastered 

the popular styles of his craft and 

draws upon a wealth of musical 

skills to produce musical composi-

tions that will endure for the ages. 

Mr. Himmel is the producer of 

six of the musical compositions on 

the upcoming Vigintillion Records 

release: HARDSTONE: STONE 

REPUBLIC. 

____________________________ 

Contact Neal Reed Publishers at 

510-435-2329.   
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Kenyan international recording artist and author Hardstone and Ameri-
can music producer Paul “Arkitekt” Himmel have teamed up on six musi-
cal compositions on the album HARDSTONE: STONE REPUBLIC (Vigintillion 
Records) available for digital download worldwide.  

hardStonehardStonehardStone 
Mbaruku Harrison Ngunjiri Maina 
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